Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 25th June 2025 Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Councillors Julian Sleath, Wayne Harding, Neil Bates, Karen Dunwoodie, Wendy Robinson and Clerk Julie Sleath and 2 members of the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wed 14 May 2025 were approved and signed
2. Apologies received from Cllr Harriet Maddock and Sophie Lemal, PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman and Cllr Simon Myers.
3. To record members’ interests: none
4. Public Participation: 
4.1 Paul Emsley raised the matter of non-attendance of one Councillor from previous meetings and asked if a Counsellor vacancy would now be advertised. The Council had approved her last absence (1 day over the 6 month period allowed) and this was recorded in the HPC March meeting minutes. The Councillor in question was present at HPC’s last meeting in May. 
5. Village Matters

5.1 To receive any reports of antisocial behaviour – none
5.2 To receive updates from NYCC Police on crime. 23 incidents reported between 12.05  & 23.06.25 Reports include –Crime sexual, Abandon/Hoax Calls, Crime sexual/fraud, Sudden Death.  Highway disruption – Horses & bow top caravans - A65 wanted person, Abandon vehicle identified as broken-down vehicle A65. 

Theft of Diesel (person arrested);  2 x ASB (personal) 2 x concern for welfare (Ambulance dealt); ASB Nuisance – Bow Top caravan and horses on Thornview and Skipton Road; 2 x RTC on A65; 1 x road relate offence reported to Op Snap (Police initiative using public video or dashcam evidence)
5.3 To receive a list of actions from last meeting  Julie Sleath (Clerk to HPC) submitted a report including: Emergency Plan added to Website; various notices posted on Noticeboards / Websites / Facebook as required; various reports to NY Council re overflowing bins /pedestrian lights issues / flashing lights outside school / lamp post on L&Y Terrace; VAS parts ordered; instructed local business to repair multiplay equipment on Station Road; allotment vacancy advertised and filled; meeting minutes, agendas etc updated; banking and finances completed and cascaded to Councillors; Further AGAR report completed and reviewed with Accountant (all in order and ready for re-submission). Meeting date changed to accommodate re-submission within required period.
6. Council Matters 
6.1  Appoint nominated Trustee and Treasurer to Long Preston & Dist Relief in Need Charity to replace James Hordern. – Under consideration/ongoing.
6.2 Allotments - update from Clerk – further vacancy arose and after a couple of attempts now full. 
6.3 Emergency Plan update Cllr Dunwoodie confirmed a couple of updates made and re posted.
6.4 Playgrounds – Station Road multi-play platform(s) -  Restoration Den to collect new parts which are now ready. Invoice to be paid this month. Work to commence ASAP.
P Emsley has confirmed that he will attempt to remove the graffiti on Station Road playground.

6.5 Section 106 monies update  Cllr Myers is still attempting to resolve this issue with NY Council.
7.   Report from North Yorks Councillor, Simon Myers. I spoke to the Director responsible for Highways regarding the view taken by Area 5 regarding lights on the A65 by the School. He has undertaken to get someone else to look at it.
Good news is that the new ‘Super Mobile’ Library may stop in Hellifield when we get it operational- probably in the autumn. The Chassis should be arriving any day now!
I spoke to the head of Area 5 regarding the proposed work on the Coniston Bridge. Despite what is on the website, the closure is not intended to be for 18 days from the beginning of September- that is the window. Officers have been incorrect to communicate otherwise. I have made my views firmly known and she assures me that she will make sure that the contractors know that the priority must be to keep the bridge open as much as is possible. She will keep me in the loop and I will do likewise.

Hellifield Flashes have now been entered in the NY Local Plan ‘Call for Sites’ for ‘Residential’ as well as leisure etc. It is what I have suspected all along. 

No need for anyone to panic, as putting the site forward is a long way from getting it adopted.
Crumbs of information are received regarding the Funding Review, none of which look good for North Yorkshire.
8. Correspondence:
8.1 Mackenzie Foster of the Rounders Team (Hellifield Hotshots) wants to hold a Rounders Tournament Charity event on Thorndale playground on Saturday 6 Sept. This was referred to HPC Insurers (Zurich) and approved by them subject to the Team’s own Public Liability being in place. 

(JS awaiting up to date cover details)
8.2 Traffic Restriction Order application received from a Hellifield resident by NY Highways for a Disabled Parking Bay to be created on Park Crescent. HPC have until 10 July to raise any objections. Discussed by Councillors who felt that this was unnecessary and could cause disharmony amongst residents, as anyone with a disabled badge could utilise the space. This would not have the apparent desired effect of the resident who may have wanted this as ‘their’ space and may instead find that someone else was parking there. Currently no parking restrictions and the area is a quiet crescent. In addition it was suggested that this application might, if granted, result in applications all around the village for disabled parking bays which would not be either practical or genuinely necessary. 

Cllr Harding proposed that HPC make an objection to the plan. This was seconded by Cllr Bates, and all voted in favour. NYC have converted some gardens into parking spaces for some householders and this should be suggested as an alternative. 

8.3 Email received from Hannah Crabtree-Day on behalf of the Community Hub seeking to purchase the Black Horse with a request for HPC to hold funds for the ‘Hellifield Community Pub’ until such time as they are incorporated and able to open their own account. HPC discussed and did not consider that it was part of the Council remit to take on such responsibility and potentially onerous recording and reporting procedures. The role could considerably increase the Clerks current working hours as it would include receiving and recording payments, potential receiving and reporting interest, managing incoming funds in whatever format and numbers they were received (cash / cheque / bank transfer), and keeping separate records.
HPC agreed that the response to this request should be in the negative. HPC did offer a donation to the fund at the last meeting. It was decided to suggest to the Hub that one or more of the group open a trustee account with any bank or Building Society in their own name on behalf of the Community Hub. 

       9.   Street Lighting: the repair to the control box for the lamp post on L&Y Terrace remains outstanding. 

Parts now ordered by NY Highways – on 4 June with a 30 day turnaround.
Pedestrian crossing lights on the Main Street are faulty again and have been reported.
10. Highways: Response from Highways re flashing lights at school query. A negative response was received from NY Highways. NB. See comments above in Cllr Myers report. P Emsley has raised with them that Killinghall has a similar situation to Hellifield and they have been able to have these flashing lights. Paul has also requested that in the absence of said lights the School Warning roadsign should be relocated to be nearer to the school.
11. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
a) Application No: ZA25/26844/TPO Planning Granted Date Valid: 24th March 2025  Applicant: Gargrave Poor Lands Charity Proposal: Works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order Fell 1no. T1 Sycamore & T2 Sycamore with replacement new, healthy trees for the future. Location: Street Record , Gisburn Road, Hellifield, BD23 4HT: Refused Permission The proposed works for felling Tree T1 and Granted Permission for the felling of T2 subject to conditions and replacement. 

b) Application No: ZA25/26950/LBC Planning Granted Date Valid: 25th April 2025 Applicant: Hellifield Working Mens Club Proposal: Listed building consent for internal alteration Location: Hellifield Working Mens Club, Hellifield House , Gisburn Road, Hellifield BD23 4HU

c) Application No: ZA25/26892/HH Planning Granted Date Valid: 31st March 2025 Proposal: Householder planning application for erection of single storey extension to dwelling house Location: 3 Park Place, Hellifield, BD23 4HU 

d) Application Number: ZA25/27065/HH Proposal: Householder application for planning permission for works or extention to a dwelling: first floor side extension and alterations including repositioned parking area. Location: Haugh Field Farm, Hellifield, Skipton, BD23 4EH
     12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers, donations. 
a. Payments and receipts schedules for May 2025 were signed and approved.

b. To agree and sign off the Governance Statements and Accounts on the Annual Accountability Return (AGAR Audit) for submission to external auditor Following completion/submission of the incorrect form, the Auditors have requested further submission and the correct AGAR Form 3 has been completed and approval required before submission before the end of June.  
i) Annual Internal Report and Audit – completed and signed by internal Auditor John Bownass. Cllr Sleath proposed this be approved. This was seconded by Cllr Harding, and all voted in favour that the document be approved.
ii) Annual Governance Statement – completed and signed by HPC Chairman and Clerk to HPC. Cllr Sleath proposed this be approved. This was seconded by Cllr Bates, and all voted in favour that the document be approved.

iii) Accounting Statements 2024/2025 – completed and signed by HPC Chairman and Clerk to HPC. Cllr Sleath proposed this be approved. This was seconded by Cllr Robinson, and all voted in favour that the document be approved
13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings.  
Note that Cllr Robinson will be unable to attend the September meeting and gives apologies in advance. 
4 x complimentary tickets supplied following HPC donation to the Hellifield Beer Festival were allocated

Meeting concluded at 8:17 pm.
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – Wed 10th September  7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council –June 2025

